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comparison is much to the advantage of the modern; but
Pius might be pardoned for catching at any help in his
distress, and Napoleon found that the protectorship of the
church strengthened his position in France, and gave him
dignity in the eyes of Christendom \

A swift succession of triumphs had left only one thing
still preventing the full recognition of the Corsican warrior
as sovereign of Western Europe, and that one was the
existence of the old Romano-Germanic Empire. Napo-
leon had not long assumed his new title when he began
to mark a distinction between 'la France' and TEmpire
Fran9ais/ France had, since A.D. 1792, advanced to the
Rhine, and, by the annexation of Piedmont, had over-
stepped the Alps; the French Empire included, besides
the kingdom of Italy, a mass of dependent states, Naples,
Holland, Switzerland, and many German principalities,
the allies of France in the same sense in which the * socii
populi Romani' were allies of Rome1* When the last
of Pitt's coalitions had been destroyed at Austerlitz, and
Austria had made her submission by the peace of Pres-
burg, the conqueror felt that his hour was come. He had
now overcome two Emperors, those of Austria and
Russia, claiming to represent the old and the new Rome
respectively, and had in eighteen months created more

religionem quam longe maxima pars
civium GalKcas reipublicae profitetnr.

'Summus pontifex pan modo
recognoscit eandem religionem
maximam utQitatem maximumque
dears percepisse et hoc quoque
tempore prsestolari ex catholico
cultu in Gallia constitute, necnon
ex peculiari ems professione quam
facmnt reipublicae consules.'

I Cf. Heeren, Political System,
voL iii. p. 2 73.

*  Let us place side by side the
letters of Hadrian to Charles in the
Codex Carolines, and the following
preamble to the Concordat of AJ>.
1801.   between  the First  Consul
and the Pope (which I quote from
the   Bvllarivm   Romanurn),   and
mark the changes of a thousand
years.

* Gubernium reipublicae [GalHcae]
recognoscit religionem Catholicam
Apostolicam Romanam earn esse
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